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（１）次の英文を読み、日本語で要約しなさい。 
 
‘You know how interesting the purchase of a sponge cake is to me’ ― thus Jane Austen in a letter to Cassandra of 1808. 
Allowing for her habitual cool irony (aimed as much at herself as at others) it is hard to imagine such a sentence being written 
by any other major English novelist. The received image－or stereotype－of Jane Austen is that of a quiet, though brilliant, 
spinster living in the sheltered margin of her period. The image or stereotype has some truth－as stereotypes often do. But as 
many writers about Jane Austen have realized it is an image that has to be reexamined in light of her work. Austen-Leigh in 
his indispensable Memoir probably served to give authoritative status to the stereotype: ‘Of events her life was singularly 
barren: few changes and no great crisis ever broke the smooth current of its course.’ And he later lists some of the areas of 
human activity about which she never attempted to write: ‘She never touched upon politics, law, or medicine’, and so on. 
‘Science and philosophy of which I know nothing’ － a quotation from a Jane Austen letter of 1815 cited by Austen-Leigh － 
simply serves to add to that list of what Jane Austen did not write about without bringing us much closer to what she did 
write about. He quotes from letters from Jane Austen which have since become famous, if not mindlessly overused: ‘the little 
bit (two inches wide) of ivory on which I work with so fine a brush, as produces little effect after much labour’. Yes, we know 
about ‘those two inches of ivory’, but, since there seem to be people who can inscribe most of the New Testament on a pin’s 
head, and since there have certainly been artists who worked yards of ivory with no residue of interest to engage us, we may 
say that the question is not one of dimensions but, rather, what did she inscribe on those (metaphorical) two inches of ivory?          
 
From：Tony Tanner, Jane Austen. Hampshire and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 

 
 
 
( 2 ) イギリスの女性作家2名あげ、それぞれの代表的な作品を１つずつあげなさい。そのうえで、ジェンダーの視点から Jane Austen
と比較しながら論じなさい。（日本語） 
 

著作権上の理由から、以下 15 行省略 
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