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問題：次の英文パッセージを読み、パッセージの概要を説明したうえで、筆者が下線部の文で言わんとしている主

張を説明し、それに対する自分の意見をまとめなさい。（解答は日本語） 
 

Cultures (in the sense in which this term is used by anthropologists and sociologists) are not coterminous with languages. 
For example, many of the institutions, customs, articles of dress, furniture and food, etc., to be found in France and Germany 
are found also in England: others are peculiar to each country, or to a particular region or social class in each country. (The 
relationship between language and culture is of course far more complex than this simplified statement would suggest: political 
boundaries do not coincide with linguistic boundaries, even if we grant that there is some validity in the notion of a unified 
speech-community; cultural identities may be found between different social classes in different countries; and so on.) In general, 
it may be assumed that there will be a greater or less degree of cultural overlap between any two societies; and it may be the 
case that certain features will be present in the culture of all societies. Practical experience of learning foreign languages (in the 
normal conditions in which these languages are used) suggests that we quickly identify certain objects, situations and other 
features in the area of cultural overlap and learn the words and expressions that apply to them without difficulty. The meaning 
of other words and expressions are learned less readily and their correct use comes, if ever, only with long practice in speaking 
the language. We may give theoretical recognition to these facts of experience by saying that entry is made into the semantic 
structure of another language in the area of cultural overlap; and that, once we have broken into the circle by means of the 
identification of items in this area (cf. 9.4.7※, on the inevitable ‘circularity’ of semantics), we can gradually develop and modify 
our knowledge of the rest of the vocabulary from within, by learning the reference of the lexical items and the sense-relations 
that hold between them in the contexts in which they are used. True bilingualism implies the assimilation of two cultures.            
 
Excerpted from Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics by John Lyons (Cambridge University Press, 1968), Underlining mine. 
 
※この数字は書籍中の節を示す表記。本論の内容とは関係ない。 

著作権上の理由から以下 16 行省略 
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